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School recognitions have become 
more popular among K-8 schools 
in the recent past. It is prudent to 
remain cognizant of what these 
awards are and are not. These 
recognitions are dependent upon 
the data available for comparison, 
which in most cases are lean data 
sets. There is no algorithm to 
measure the daily efforts put 
forth with your child(ren) that 
account for non-measurable 
growth, which, in the elementary 
grades, is critical.  

Using available data points, the 
Old Tappan Public School District 
was named one of the “2022 Best 
School Districts in America” by 

Niche. Additionally, TBD and CDW 
were named “2023 Best Schools.”  

To earn these recognitions, State 
test scores were considered, as 
well as data provided by 
Department of Education, which 
included information about our 
accelerated classes, gifted 
education, English-language 
learning, discipline, the arts, 
athletics, and demographics. 
These data were analyzed and 
parent and alumni surveys, 
available on Niche, were added to 
the analysis. The data were 
compared to other districts and 
schools in similar subgroups and 
nationwide.  
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Want to participate in District-Based  
Planning Team Meetings? 

Our first meeting was in October. Here is a listing of our 
upcoming meetings:

25 January - 1:00 PM or 7:00 PM (BOE Office)
29 March - 1:00 PM or 7:00 PM (BOE Office)

The format and conversation are open and casual. 
Together, we talk about ideas for our District and our 

Blueprint for Growth and Development. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Dr. Danielle Da Giau, Superintendent
201-664-1421 or dagiau@nvnet.org

Ms. Jennifer Santa, CDW Principal
201-664-1475 or santaj@nvnet.org

Where Friendship and Learning Come Together

Ms. Kathleen Boyce, TBD Principal 
201-664-7176 or boycek@nvnet.org
Squires Conquering The Challenges

CDW NAMED A 
“BEST MIDDLE 
SCHOOL”
Beginning last year, “U.S. News and 
World Report” magazine began 
ranking middle schools across the 
nation. This periodical has been  
ranking colleges and high schools 
annually. However, unlike the 
ranking algorithms applied to 
institutions of higher education, 
there are limited data points when 
analyzing middle schools.  

CDW’s “Best Middle Schools” 
distinction is the result of a ranking 
algorithm that started with State 
test scores and then considered 
demographic information.  

- Continued on page 3
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Grade 7 students at overnight Outdoor Education Trip in October

CELEBRATING 
BELONGING
Seventh-grade students learned 
about each other while on their 
overnight trip, which has been a 
tradition for over 50 years in 
our District. Students spent 
time with classmates and 
friends, as they explored 
activities that were new to 
them, such as weaving, fishing, 
water ecology, and survival 
skills.  

CONNECTING AND LEARNING
Throughout the school year, the 
students at TBD will engage in 
year-long Character Education 
and Literacy initiatives focused 
on student adventures! This 
thematic approach to character 
skills and literacy connects 
students with purposeful 
learning.  

The Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights 
Act requires that all public 
schools recognize ‘Week of 
Respect’ during the first full 
week of the month and ‘School 
Violence Awareness Week’ 
during the third week of month. 

We focus on positive messages 
to encourage acceptance and 
respect in our schools 
throughout the months.  

For information about bullying 
and an explanation of ‘HIB,’ go 
to page 4.  

NJ Weeks of Recognition

BULLYING IS THE SAME 
THING AS CONFLICT.

YOUTH WHO BULLY HAVE 
FEW SOCIAL SKILLS. 

MOST BULLYING IS 
PHYSICAL.

MYTH MYTH MYTH

PROMOTING MESSAGES OF  
SUPPORT AND ACCEPTANCE FOR YOUTH



DISTRICT and SCHOOL AWARDSWHO AM I? 

While at Sharpe, the 
seventh graders 
participated in 
activities that allowed 
them to explore 
themselves within 
their natural 
surroundings. The 
“Who Am I?” activity 
and the Confidence 
Course encouraged 
students to think 
about what makes 
them special and what 
defines them. After 
these activities, the 
students discussed the 
importance of not 
allowing others to 
define nor label them. 
They learned about 

themselves.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

While we might enjoy these distinctions, the rankings only recognize that 
which is measurable from limited data, and they do not honor the 
valuable, non-measurable activities and strides made with students. 
Measurable and non-measurable progress is possible because of 
consistent at-home support and strong rooting. Home-school connections 
allow school personnel to teach more than academics. Students learn 
about respect, care, responsibility, and trustworthiness — all of which 
are not able to be ranked. With solid foundations, staff and students will 
continue to work hard, regardless of any outside recognition!

POSITIVITY 
THROUGH ART 

In… 

2002 
62 educational studies 

were analyzed, concluding 
children engaged in the 

arts perform better  
academically.

START STRONG ASSESSMENTS

Three-Dimensional Figurine Sculptures: A 
study in human movement and proportions.

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT:“Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me,” chanted students in the past; however, today we have come to realize that this expression has little merit. Words can truly hit as hard as fists. Talk is powerful!
Together, we must join efforts in modeling for our students, of all ages, what we expect from them, as they continue to grow as responsible and trustworthy young people.   

In the early fall, school districts in New Jersey administered the NJ Start 
Strong assessments, which tested students’ understanding of prior-year 
learning. Immediately following the tests’ administration in Grades 4-8, the 
schools received the results and shared them with the children’s teachers to 
support instruction. Districts are expected to receive parent score reports in 
mid-December, which will be mailed to homes after that. 

STUDENT SCORE REPORTS
When the student score reports are released for                                              
families, they are expected to offer a “read” of                                                
children’s performance of knowledge and skills                                                     
from the prior school year. The report will indicate                                                                                                                                                         
the level of instructional support needed.  
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LOOKING FOR SIGNS
BEING BULLIED: 

Children often do not tell their 
parents that they are being 
bullied because they are 
embarrassed or frightened. Look 
for these signs: 

• Loses interest in socializing. 

• Is afraid of going to school.  

• Begins to do poorly in school.  

• Appears sad, angry, depressed 
at home.  

• Has fewer friends.  

• Reports losing items.  

• Complains of ailments.  

• Changes eating habits.  

• Hurts himself/herself.  

• Talks about suicide.  

• Avoids certain places.  

BULLYING OTHERS: 

Look for these signs if you think 
your child is bullying others: 

• Becomes violent with others.  

• Gets into physical or verbal 
fights with others.  

• Gets sent to the office often or 
has detention often.  

• Has new belongings that cannot 
be explained.  

• Is quick to blame others.  

• Will not accept responsibility 
for his/her actions.  

• Has friends who bully others.  

• Needs to win or be the 
best at everything. 

WHAT NOT TO DO
• Never tell your child to 

ignore the bullying.  

• Do not blame your child 
for being bullied.  

• Do not encourage your 
child to harm the person 
who is bullying.  

• Do not contact the 
parents of the 
student(s) bullying 
your child. Contact the 
school.  

• Do not demand or 
expect a solution on 
the spot. 

WHAT  FAMILIES  CAN  DO

1. Talk with your child.

2. Work to find solutions.

3 . Document  bullying.

4 . Be persistent.

5 . Report incidents of HIB.

6 . Check your emotions.

7.     Empathize with your       
child. 

8. Stay vigilant to other 
possible problems with your 
child.

WHAT IS HIB?
Harassment, intimidation, or bullying (HIB) means any gesture, any written, verbal or physical act, or any electronic communication, whether it be a single incident or a series of incidents, that is reasonably perceived as being 

motivated either by any actual or perceived characteristic, such as race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, or a mental, physical, or sensory disability or by any distinguishing characteristic - on or off school grounds -  that disrupts the operation of the school or the rights of students.  

TO REPORT AN INCIDENT:

Although we prefer students/parents to 
report incidents directly to the principals, 
reports may be made to any school 
employee, who must report it to the 
building principal. Reporting forms may be 
mailed to maintain anonymity. Mandated 
investigation procedures must be followed.

Legislative Findings 
American Institute of Research Source: 2019 Study: Indicators of  Crime and Safety Students aged 12-18 reported being cyberbullied          on or off school grounds. 	  15% 

Study’s responding public schools indicated that bullying was a daily or weekly problem.   14%	


